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INTRODUCTION 

Death Trueness 

One of the major concerns of Imam Ali (AS) is death not being taken 

seriously by the general public. In other words, the general public, despite of 

seeing the deaths of others frequently, are unaware of their death that soon will 

take their skirts and they do not believe in it or they try to not think about death 

in order to do not make their lives sweetness gloomy. 

Imam found someone who laughs at a funeral, so he said: It seems death is 

only for the others and as if God has made death necessary for everybody other 

than him, and apparently dead people, who we see (as die every day) are the 

passengers that will return to us soon. 

We leave them on their graves and enjoy their assets as if after them we will 

remain eternal... 

Seyed Razi says these words have been attributed to the Prophet (pbuh) 

too1. 

Imam’s belief toward death and the afterlife world is so strong that he 

expresses his wonder about unbelievers’ behavior regarding death and the 

afterlife world 2. 

Ibn Meitham explaining the words of Imam (AS) why human must believe 

the Hereafter life, cites Ayah 27 of Surah Rome in which God knows the creation 

of the Hereafter easier than the  creation of the world1 . 

Ibn Abi al-Hadid according to the most renown knows this word as the 

Prophet’s world and as this word of Imam Ali (AS) that said: Apparently Death has 

been ordained for everybody other than us (not for us) Imam Hassan (as) word 
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that he knows death as the truth that there is no falsehood in it but it is the most 

similar things to the vain that there is no truth in it! 3. 

And this indicates the utmost death believing of Imam Hassan (AS) and the 

utmost death unbelieving of the general humankinds! 

Imam Ali in another statement believes that in the opinion of somebody the 

world is so mean, inferior and crafty that shows symptoms and signs that invite 

us to death awareness and death contemplation. 

Some of these symptoms include: 

 Prostrating (dying) and spoiling of parents. 

 Useless efforts of the humankinds to improve the illnesses, nursing the 

patients, and asking doctors help to save people from death. 

Useless crying and scare, for dead people’s death, in order to prevent their 

death or to restore them to life again. 

Imam (AS) at the end asks us to learn lesson from the parents’ fates that 

lead to death, and consider their deaths as a mark for our death3.  

Imam (AS) believes that death throws the humankind to the soil 2 mortality 

and migration of the Hereafter is near and definitive, and in contrast, wish is the 

farthest and death comes to the person before wish!2. 

Death is the most honest and in contrast wish is the most inaccurate 2. 

Imam Ali (AS) to strengthen our belief in death, suggests considering 

different modes of night and day of the world people, the dead to whom people 

are crying, the alive who is condoled, the patient who is caught and the visitor 

who comes to visit the patient, the other one who twists in himself and the one 

who is fascinated by the world and death is after him and the unaware of whom 

death is not unaware ( he is unaware of his death, but his death is not unaware of 

him) and the rest who dies following the deceased 2. 

Imam (AS), in other words considers the death as a factor that makes the 

man’s hand towards the wishes short 2.  

Imam (AS ) in the interpretation of the Ayah " Ina Lillah Wa Ina Ilayhi Rajioon" 

considers "Ina Lillah" as an admission of the man being possessed and " Ina Ilayhi 

Rajioon" as an admission of the death truthness (death awareness and death 

contemplation) 2. 

Imam (AS) in a strange sense, likens death to a strict creditor that neither the 

person who hides himself in the corner, nor the one who escapes, can run away 

from this creditor (death) 1.  

And in a sense close to this : 

Neither the person who is afraid of death can escape from death, nor the 

one who seeks immortality in this world, will survive 1. 

Ibn Meitham considers Imam’s statement (Neither the person who is afraid 

of death can escape from death, nor the one who seeks immortality in this world, 

will survive) as a reference to Surah An-Nisa Ayah 78 (Wherever you are, death 

will capture you) and Ayah 8 of Surah Joomoah (Say: Verily, the death from which 

you are escaping, will finally meet you) 1. 
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Ibn Abi al-Hadid considers it as being taken from the Surah Al- Imran / 154, 

An-Nisa / 78 and Aaraf / 134 3. 

So no one can escape from death and there is not remedial for it and it is 

the utmost death believing. 

Imam (AS) in another strange statement knows death as the truth that is 

closed to the human forehead and with the coming of death, behind them, the 

world is closed down! 2. 

In this statement, Imam means that firstly, the death is a definite fact that is 

destined for all men without exception and secondly after death, there is no way 

back to the living world to humans. 

In other words, apparently the Lord has set the banquet table of life for 

everyone in this world wide, but he decreed that by death coming, the man 

should leave the table and hasten to the immortality life and then the banquet 

table is immediately dismantled to that person and his life roll is entwined and 

there is no turning back way for him. 

Despite the propensity of human beings death visits them and takes them 

down to its palate. 

In the ongoing struggle between life and death, the death is the final winner 
2. 

Death is a hard hunter that attacks the human from behind and by a 

blitzkrieg! 2. 

Imam (AS), in other words, likens human beings to be reaped and targeted 

by death 2. 

As Imam says, humans will be taken to the Hereafter hurriedly (death will 

come quickly to them) shadow of death, has always been wide upon them, that is 

to say, the presence of death in humans life is permanent and every man is dying 

throughout his life! 2.  

The world’s alive man is exposed to death; his health is the aim of illness and 

is in death ring 2.  

Imam (AS) was asked: Oh! Amir Al Mominin, how do you consider yourself? 

He said: how is someone who becomes nonexistent by his existence and 

becomes sick by his health and death finds his refuge! 

Death is a hidden truth. Despite being hidden, more than any other truths, 

death deserves to be waited for by the mankind, because its arrival is closer than 

any other truths 2. 

While people are following their dreams, death is seeking to have them (and 

they are unaware of this fact!) 2 and the resourcefulness of mankind will never be 

able to keep the death away and when death is approaching, resourcefulness 

would not be beneficial 2. 

We are adversities friends and our souls are in death place. How then we 

can hope to survive, while the day and night do not add anything of greatness to 

us. But they attack rapidly to breakdown what we've built and to spread what 

we've gathered 2. 



Zarei Haji Abadi., 2014 

 

 

398 July, 2014 

People of the world are like a caravan that has landed in the world for rest 

and refreshment. Suddenly the driver (death) will cry: (migrate, because here is 

not the rest place!). So they migrate 1. 

Ibn Abi al-Hadid considered the following quote from Abi Al Atahyh 

appropriate to the above words of Imam Ali (AS): 

Home of the world we’re living in is a house where no resident can stay in it. 

How many and how many people stayed in this house and nights and days 

passed to them. 

So, they apparently were riders who had landed in this world, to rest for a 

moment, and then they got up and continued their road. 

And the world as we have seen is a place where humans eventually 

abandoned it and shut it away 3. 

In other words, Imam Ali (as) knows the death as a reality that is not 

unaware of us and as the time of departure from this world comes about; 

humans are not allowed to stay. Accordingly, Imam recommends remembering 

death, not being unaware of death, and not being avid for taking death a grace 

period 1. 

Imam Ali (AS), in other words, states about the general death and specific 

death and any human being has a special death that no other human being is his 

partner in his death, then, he advices us to be prepared for this general and 

specific event, and to wait for its happening . 

From Imam’s point of view, humans are the same as a convoy that some of 

us have gone this route and we'll soon joined them. 

Imam, then recommends us being lighthearted to join them easier (because 

those who are lighthearted arrive home sooner) 1. 

Imam Ali (AS) believes that, while men escape from death, he meets it and 

his life duration is losing his life and escaping from death, is approaching it 1. 

Imam (AS) in this statement believes in death trueness so strongly that 

considers the man daily life as dying . 

In other words, humans live and do not know that they are suffering a slow 

death, and every moment of their lives makes them close to death, but every 

moment of their lives is dying! 

Ibn Meitham describing the clause (escaping from death is meeting death) 

has stated that: escaping from death, e.g. by motions, resourcefulness and so on 

requires time demolishing (transformation) and cutting the time requires 

meeting death 4. 

From Imam’s point of view, death is serious (not kidding) and right (not false 

or untrue) and its seriousness and tureness is so that neither rich people with 

their wealth nor the owners of the settled buildings with their stable buildings 

cannot escape from it and find a rescue 1. 

Over the life duration, the human being turns his back to the world and 

directs his steps to the death and also death is (hurriedly) coming to him. So, how 

fast these two (man and death) meet! 3. 
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Signs of Death  

Imam Ali (AS) points to signs and symptoms of the death, to reinforce the 

death belief in the audiences’ minds . 

Some of the symptoms include : 

White hair is a messenger of death 2 .  

Aging is a last resort of the destruction. Ibid. 1481  

Worldly pleasures are mixed with pains and diseases1. 

The coming of one day of human’s life is equal to the going of another day 

of life due to the flux of time 1.   

Every breath and every movement of man makes him closer to death. 

Therefore, the man, himself, is his death assistant and helper1. 

Night and day do not give great honor to anything unless they hasten for 

devastation of what they have made and disperse what they have collected4. 

Dead people were moved towards their graves on the shoulders while they 

did not ride 1.  

Dead people were laid in their graves while they did not come down 1. 

Their situation is such that apparently they had never laid the foundation of 

the world 1.  

Apparently the Hereafter had always been their position (and they never 

belonged to the world house) 1. 

At the time of death they are scared of the houses of the world, where they 

lived before 1.  

They placed in the grave, where they turned it away 4. 

The world is changing gradually and continuously for its inhabitants (this is 

the meaning of death permanency and circulation in the material world), for 

example, when a man reaches a pleasure, such as health, safety, dignity, and so 

on, he becomes fond of it and imagines its survival, but soon this worldly 

pleasure disappears and turns into its opposite... 

The world announces those who are taking lessons: the world does not 

remain for anyone 1 .  

The state that belongs to a person is taken from him by the death and 

transferred to another1. 

It is advancing its inhabitants towards destruction and driving its neighbors 

towards death. Its sweet things (enjoyments) have become sour, and its clear 

things have become polluted. Consequently, what has remained of it is just like 

the remaining water in a vessel or a mouthful of water in the measure 4. 

Are you not (residing) in the houses of those before you, who were of longer 

ages, better traces, had bigger desires, were more in numbers and had greater 

armies. Neither of these factors could prevent them from death1.  

How they devoted themselves to the world and how they showed 

preference to it! Then they left it without any provision that could convey them 

through, or the back (of a beast for riding) to carry them. Did you get the news 

that the world was ever generous enough to present ransom for them, or gave 

them any support or afforded them good company? It rather inflicted them with 
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troubles, made them languid with calamities, molested them with catastrophes, 

threw them down on their noses, trampled them under hoofs and helped the 

vicissitudes of time against them1. 

Finally : 

What is waiting for the power of youth, except for the aging time? 1.  

What is waiting for the perfect health except for illness? 1.   

Is the elders’ end anything rather than ruin and decay (death)?! 1. 

 

Universality of death  

Imam Ali (AS) does not consider death as being limited to the soul taking 

time but he believes that death is current and circulating all over the life. 

From Imam’s point of view life is the accounted breaths 2, the time is lives 

ravagers 2 and by causing weakness and corruption and cold and heat, and 

suffering into the bodies, it wears them out. The world by enticing people with 

the tools of survival and health, renews the hopes and aspirations in them (elders 

due to prolong life and their experiences of poverty and the need, are cheated 

and they engage in collecting money and involve in long dreams).In fact, the 

world by making bodies fatigue and worn out and also causing problems to 

access to dreams, makes the man’s death closer 1, 4.  

From Imam Ali (AS)’s point of view, the world is the path whose passengers, 

on this path, are going to death while they are in neglecting sleeping 1 as 

someone who has embarked on a four-foot beast without knowing that it drives 

him to bring him home 4. 

Imam knows every breath that man takes as a step towards death, because 

every breath diminishes the human life, and makes him closer to death, like 

walking, that makes the person close to the destination1,2 Unlike Saadi who knows 

every breath that goes down the fun and as comes up is the essence of life!5. 

Imam Ali (AS) in other words, introduced night and day (symbol of time, 

change and transformation) as the factors that drive the hidden death 2, he 

believed that every day that passes reduces the life of the mankind 2 and this is 

the constant presence of death in every moment of life 2. 

He advises people about the world as following: 

O' people, you are, in this world, the target for the arrows of death. With 

every drinking there is choking and with every eating there is suffocation (death 

permanency and circulation).You do not get any benefit in it except by foregoing 

another (benefit) and no one among you advances in age by a day except by the 

taking away of a day from his life. 

Nothing more is added to his eating unless it reduces what was there 

before. No mark appears for him unless a mark disappears. Nothing new comes 

into being unless the new becomes old. No new crop comes up unless a crop has 

been reaped. Those roots are gone whose off-shoots we are. How can an off-

shoot live after the departure of its root? 1 

Imam Ali (AS) at that Sermon knows the sum of the physical pleasures as 

impossible. Eating and drinking, being on the horseback and pedestrian and so 
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on, do not get together and having one of them associated with the loss of 

another . 

Life’s days are not collectable, today’s coming is equal to yesterday’s going, 

and that means approaching death. 

Two morsels cannot be gathered together, but the previous morsel must go 

down then the next piece comes ! 

As the most famous and grace of human are the result of ageing, the fame 

and grace will never be achieve without losing the strength and vitality of youth ! 

Also children coming and boasting is equal to the parents passing away 3. 

And the death is not specific to the human being but every living 

experiences it 2. 

And no individual or group can escape from death, even famous people and 

those who are members of dignified groups and even if they have the most and 

the best facilities in the world and may have the greatest impact on the universe . 

Amalekite and the Amalekite children, tyrants and their children with all 

their grandeur and magnitude passed the world 2. 

Inhabitants of Ctesiphon, who were the prophets’ killers and were the 

extinguishers of apostles’ lights, were destroyed 2, those, who staged army and 

founded cities 2 and those who vaunted themselves and thought they are the 

most powerful and complex in the world 2 and not only tyrants and oppressors, 

but those righteous who left good deeds and used the utmost equity in their 

work, also died 2. 

Those who encouraged and sent soldiers 2, the makers of countries, roads 

expanders, the helpless helpers, hosts of guests 2,  helpers and preparators2 

collectors and counters of the wealth (the / 2798 and 2800), Kasra and Kaiser and 

Taba and Hamir 2,  those who are endowed with ornaments and makeup 2 ended 

up by death. 

Death does not begin with us and does not end with us. If someone from 

our relatives goes to heaven, we must know him as a passenger that has gone to 

the journey and eventually he will return from the journey or we will join him! 2. 

Death does not know rich and poor. Neither the multitude of property 

makes the rich free from death, nor does little wealth cause the poor to get rid of 

death6. 

Ibn Meitham in the explanation of Sermon 181 believes that according to 

the following special deduction, there is no way to achieve worldly existence and 

putting death off7
: 

If anyone has found a way to stave off death, it was Solomon (AS). 

But Solomon did not make it up . 

So no one can make it up . 

Associated: Solomon due to his authority on the jinn and humankind long 

with divine authority of prophecy was the world's most powerful sultan has been 

found . 

So if putting off the death was possible, Solomon was the first one who put 

death off. 
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The second invalidity: So as he used his destined sustenance and his term 

ended, he died, while if he could find a solution, he would have put his death off4.  
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